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‘The return of the coalition age’
The election results of the Lok Sabha proved many other anticipations also wrong along with the exit poll calculations. The results are unprecedented from many points of view, but this is what is the beauty of democracy. What the public has in mind, it is difficult to assess that. The results told that the BJP which was claiming of 400 with its allies, it went on becoming difficult for it to cross even 300. The BJP itself got left behind the figure of 272. This is a jolt for it. It got this jolt in its own hub UP also. Along the same, it couldn’t perform as expected in Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Haryana & Bengal also. It happened good for it that it performed well in Orissa, Telangana, AP etc., & did almost miracle in Gujrat & MP, otherwise it would have lagged even more behind. From the election results, it is clear that the Congress & its ally parties did much better than their expectation. Where, the Congress increased its seats far more, the SP, DMK & TMC also surprised BJP by peforming much better than expectation.

The election results did the job of increasing the morale of the Congress & the parties allying with it along with strengthening them. Congress is appearing on the path of return, & the credit for this goes to the narrative raised by it. Undoubtedly, the BJP also tried to establish its narrative, but it didn’t remain that impactful in the whole country. It didn’t succeed in building any such national idea in its favour as it had succeeded in building during the last general election due to the Balakot attack. Where the BJP decided to stay away from the freebies culture, the opposition adopted it & cashed in also with much stress. In addition to this, the air of terminating the reservation & changing the constitution that the Congress & other opposition parties built by BJP, that also appeared making impact in some states & especially UP. The biggest jolt BJP got in UP only. The cause of this appears to be the internal tussle of the weak candidates & leaders & the politics of caste-religion also. In the lack of central issues, the local issues also got far more impactful, & this only is the reason the causes of loss & win in different states are different. The opposition parties succeeded in attracting the public with populist announcements, but the BJP couldn’t attract a section of the public with promises of a developed India & making it the third largest economy, especially the poor-deprived section. This section didn’t find anything special for it in these promises.

It is a matter of satisfaction for BJP that the command of Orissa came in its hand & in Andhra, its ally C.B. Naidu is going to form the government, but it has still got weak in the LS from numbers point of view. Now coalition politics & that too politics of compulsions has become a necessity at the centre. Running the government along with allies in majority is a different matter, & administering being dependent on them different. This time, the PM Modi will have the compulsion of running the coalition government. This may impact his image of decisive PM, & impact of this may be visible in the governance conduction. Now BJP might have to compromise with its own priorities also, because it will have to stay dependent on the allies for implementing its agenda. The coalition government has some compulsions. The advantage of it is taken by not only the allies, but also opposition parties. Due to the strength of the opposition increasing, the future government will have to exhibit far more cooperation & coordination with it. This exhibition, the opposition must also remain prepared to to do.
